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   2008 Round Up

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As president, it gives me great pleasure to applaud those individuals and organizations who through their benevolence and sterling support have enabled our mission to provide open heart surgeries to children with congenital heart disease who reside within the Caribbean.  I am particular grateful to our board of directors, officers and members for their dedication in working with the local health organizations in these countries to identify opportunities for improving the health status for these children. 

Our efforts would not have been realized without the partnership that was engendered approximately three years ago with the health care professionals at the Congenital Heart Institute of Florida led by Dr. Jeffrey Jacobs and his team of pediatric cardiovascular specialists. These healthcare professionals have demonstrated a deep sense of benevolence by performing surgical interventions on children at the Bustamante Hospital for Children, Jamaica who would not have access to these life saving interventions. We applaud their ongoing contributions to our missions as we anticipate the realization of their mission to save two hundred lives over twenty years. 

It is also with deep gratitude that I commend Dr. Rosenkranz and his team of healthcare volunteers who have worked arduously to perform open-heart surgeries at CEDIMAT Hospital in the Dominican Republic. Through their individual and collective efforts in collaboration with local health professionals in that country the program will soon be established as a center of excellence for the provision of pediatric open-heart surgeries. In closing, let me again extend my heartfelt appreciation to our supporters, sponsors and healthcare volunteers whose invaluable contributions have allowed us to continue our work aimed at improving the health status of children within the Caribbean.

MISSION STATEMENT

· Facilitate multidisciplinary teams to the Caribbean to provide life-saving surgeries to children affected by congenital heart disease. 

· Assist in the development and establishment of pediatrics heart surgery centers in Caribbean countries. 

· Provide education and training in the field of pediatric heart surgery for physicians in Caribbean countries. 

· Serve as a liaison between existing Caribbean heart surgery programs and programs in the United States. 

· Generate funds through fundraising activities and donations to provide assistance in the cost of heart surgery for Caribbean children. 

Medical Missions 2008…………..

JAMAICA MISSION

On March 30, 2008, fifteen health care volunteers comprising of one heart surgeon, one cardiologist, one intensivist, one I.C.U. cardiologist, one anesthesiologist, two operating room nurses, six critical care nurses, two perfusionists, and one mission coordinators from the Congenital Heart Institute of Florida; two medical coordinators from the Caribbean Heart Menders Association embarked on a pediatric cardiovascular surgical mission to the Bustamante Hospital for Children in Kingston, Jamaica. 


The purpose of this mission was to perform corrective open-heart surgeries on children with congenital heart disease. All cases were successful and the children are now living healthy lives. An additional 13 patients were evaluated. Total donated services and equipment was $192,000. This includes the donation of a heart lung machine that provides oxygen and blood to the body as the surgeon works on the heart.


These life saving surgeries were performed from March 31, 2008 through April 3, 2008 and included moderately complex congenital heart disease, from ventricular septal defects to Tetralogy of Fallot repairs. While the medical terminologies or idioms used to describe the past missions could very well be Russian to most of us, it translates to lives saved as a result of selfless actions from the Caribbean Heart Menders Association medical team.
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Three days post-op from open-heart surgery                                             Medical team from US with Jamaican physicians at 

                                                                                                                      Bustamante Hospital
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


In June 2008, a similar mission was performed at CEDIMAT hospital in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. This mission was lead by Dr. Eliot Rosenkranz and a similarly diverse group of 14 volunteers. They worked closely with the local team and performed eight complex heart surgeries.  

The program at CEDIMAT has made significant developments. They are performing a significant numbers of surgeries on their own and are well on their way to becoming an independent center of excellence. We are truly proud to see the significant progress this center has made. The total amount of donated services during that mission was $156,000. 
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Dr. Eliot Rosenkranz (US) and Dr. Freddy Madera (Dominican Republic) work side by side in the operating room.
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One day after surgery on her way to a healthy happy future.

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 2008 ………………….

DINE WITH CHEF ALEX
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Featuring Chef Alex and Chef Peter
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CHMA fundraising team

CLUB SET EVENT
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Committee members




Club SET Fundraiser
Other Fundraising Events of 2008

Our May 17 “Spring Fling” fundraiser was held at the residence of Mr. & Mrs. Larry Beckford. This event was co-sponsored by Beaumont Comprehensive College Alumni Association. Guests were treated to the live sounds of Tuning Fork Entertainment featuring—Leanddro. The masterful mixes of Mark Swaby also entertained the crowd.

Raffles sponsored by the Community Affairs Committee:

 

Thanksgiving Basket … winner was Eric Wilson
 Pamper me Basket…………… winner was Raymond Ramsey
Other Events
· 10 heart shaped pillows were donated to the children in Jamaica on the mission trip last year.
· April 2008, a team of CHMA nurses participated as volunteers in the first annual health fair at Holy Sacrament Episcopal Church, Pembroke Pines. They assisted with health screening and provided education on hypertension to participants. 
· ADOPT-a-CHILD PROJECT--Sponsored a 6yr old boy entering Hallandale Elementary School In August. Provided everything on his wish list, uniform, backpack folders, and gift certificate for shoes.
· 4th Global Forum on Humanitarian Medicine in Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery- Healing the Hearts of Children through Collaboration and Empowerment—was held December 3 to 5, 2008. Santo Domingo program was Highlight.
Upcoming events

· Medical mission to Jamaica April 14, 2009 to April 22, 2009

· Medical mission to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic June 2009

     Contact us or to make a donation…
· 1601 N Palm Avenue

Suite 304 E

Pembroke Pines, FL 33026

Tel: 954 321-0882 ▪ Fax: 954 321-9825

· www.caribbeanheartmenders.com       
